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Lesson Title: Me, Frida, and the Secret of the Peacock Ring, Ch 1-4
Book Title: Me, Frida, and the Secret of the Peacock Ring
Author: Angela Cervantes

Content Area(s) and Grade
Level(s)
Lesson Objective(s)

ELA 5th Grade
● Students will be able to quote accurately from a text when explaining what
the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
● Students will be able to determine two or more main ideas of a text and
explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text.
● Students will be able to determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from
details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to
challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize
the text.
● Students will be able to compare and contrast two or more characters,
settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text
(e.g., how characters interact).

Florida Standards:

● LAFS.5.RI.1.1 - Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text
says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
● LAFS.5.RI.1.2 - Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how
they are supported by key details; summarize the text.
● LAFS.5.RL.1.2 - Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in
the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges
or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.
● LAFS.5.RL.1.3 - Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or
events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how
characters interact).

Assessment:

● At this stage of reading, students will embark on an informal assessment.
● Beyond answering the questions inside of the bookmark, students will
need to use their prior knowledge of the novel and what they know about
Paloma.
● The back of the bookmark will be an exit slip where students will use their
knowledge of the text to make a prediction on the upcoming events in the
next chapter.
○ Will Paloma take on the mystery?
○ Will she join forces with Gael and Lizzie?

○ Will she tell Tavo about the note?
○ Will she tell her mom about the note?
● Students will use this exit slip to assess their own understanding of the
novel thus far.
Motivating Activity &
Anticipatory Set/Access Prior
Knowledge:

-

-

-

(10 minutes for this portion of the lesson)
*UDL 3.1 & 4.2 Teacher will engage students using a mystery / art
engagement activity
- Students have already read chapters 1-4 of our book
Students will be instructed to use their iPads to utilize the paper app where
they have ELA journals.
*UDL 1.1 & 2.5 & 5.1 The “Paper” app allows for students to draw and
write out their answers in a way to facilitate multiple ways of displaying
information.
Paper App: https://apps.apple.com/ca/app/paper-bywetransfer/id506003812
(Our novel is about a 12 year
old bicultural Mexican girl
named Paloma who lives with
her mom, a single parent. Her
father passed away when she
was 3 years old due to a car
accident. Paloma LOVES
mysteries and refers to her
favorite mystery novel about
a girl named Lulu who solves
them. In the novel, Paloma
uses her love of mysteries to
decipher a self-portrait of
Frida Kahlo)
Portrait: - >
Students will be studying and
figuring out what they can
about Frida Kahlo from a self
portrait that was described in
our chapter book.
*ESOL #2 Teacher will allow
students to work in small groups to solve the “mystery”
There are no right or wrong answers as art is up to the viewer
interpretation and will create discussion of different points of view in the
class.

-

-

Procedures:

-

-

Students will be looking for cultural, emotional, and personal clues
that can tell us more about Frida Kahlo in preparation for our
discussion of our novel.
*ESOL #16 After the 10 minutes for the lesson is up, the teacher will take
the next few minutes asking students what they found and write it up on
the board.
The teacher will ask clarifying questions in order to add repetition into the
lesson and make sure students can back up their answers with evidence
and/or more detail.
(10 minutes)
*UDL 8.3, ESOL #2 #10 After the engaging activity, the teacher will ask
students to find 5 cultural events, objects, or artifacts described in the book
thus far that are indicative of Mexican Culture. Encourage students to think,
pair, share with their elbow partner to work together to find these from
chapters 1-4. They may use their books to reference events in certain
chapters or pictures from the novel while discussing with their peers.
- Examples: Clothing, food, bands, musicians, greetings, etc.
(25 minutes)
The teacher will then draw attention back to the front of the room where
they will explain the next activity.
The activity is making bookmarks that are based on the story.
Students will complete this bookmark on their own.
- Each Student will get a blank white piece of printer paper.
- Given an example provided by the teacher, the students will
continue with the following steps:
- Students will fold the paper “hotdog” style.
- On the front they will be writing the name of the novel and the
author, as well as drawing a self portrait of themselves like Frida
Kahlo would do.
- On the inside they will be recording their answers to the following
eight questions:
- Based on the Spanish phrases that Paloma was teaching
herself on the plane, was she happy or upset about going to
Mexico City for four weeks? Use the text for evidence.
- How do you think Paloma’s mom feels knowing how Paloma
feels about Mexico? Use the text for evidence.
- Compare and Contrast the two mariachi groups that Paloma
had seen. (The band in Kansas City vs the band in Mexico.)
What are the similarities? What are the differences? Use the
text for evidence.

UDL 2.1, ESOL #5 Research: Use iPads for this question. App:
Google Translate What do the following Spanish terms mean
from chapters 1-4? Use the Google Translate App on your
iPads.
- p.7 “Pajaro”
- p.7 “Me gusta mucho”
- p.16 “jovencita”
- p.16 ”mi reina!”
- p.21 “el niño perdido”
- p.25 “viva la vida”
- p.31 “intercambio”
- When Paloma hears the song from the mariachi girls with the
trumpets, what made her interested in the song? Use the
text for evidence.
- While Tavo was showing Paloma around La Casa Azul, he
mentioned Frida Kahlo was in a Bus Accident. What did
Paloma compare that accident to? How was she feeling? Use
evidence from the text.
- Why had it been awhile since Paloma had heard her mom
laugh? Use the text for evidence.
- UDL 7.1 At the end of chapter 4, we encounter Gael and
Lizzie who are siblings. Gael gives Paloma a note. After
reading the note, what would you do if you were Paloma?
- On the back of the bookmark, students will write a form of an exit
slip by completing a short paragraph with their prediction for what
will happen next in the book.
Note: The teacher will have taken into account the students that may be
emotionally affected by the topics in the novel and will have discussed the topics
with the student prior to the unit beginning.
- Closure:
- Students will be able to empathize with Paloma as she begins to
confront the emotions she has for her father’s tragic accident.
- Students will be able to empathize with Paloma’s Mom as a single
mother.
- Students will be able to understand more of Mexican culture.
-

Closure:

Materials:

-

Student Materials/Resources
- iPads
- Printer Paper (White)
- Markers
- Crayons
- Pencils

-

-

Frida Kahlo Portrait
Me, Frida, and the Secret of the Peacock Ring Book
- Chapters 1-4 (Pgs 1-34)
“Paper” App
- https://paper.bywetransfer.com
-

Teacher Materials/ Resources
- Florida Standards
- Teacher Lesson Plan
- Powerpoint for chapter questions
- Me, Frida, and the Secret of the Peacock Ring Book
- Chapters 1-4 (Pgs 1-34)
- *UDL Accommodations
- UDL 3.1 Activate or supply background knowledge
- UDL 4.2 Optimize access to tools and assistive technologies
- UDL 1.1 Offer ways of customizing the display of information
- UDL 2.5 Illustrate through multiple media
- UDL 5.1 Use multiple media for communication
- UDL 2.1 Clarify vocabulary and symbols
- UDL 7.1 Optimize individual choice and autonomy
- *ESOL Accommodations
- ESOL #2 Promote cooperation (small groups)
- ESOL #16 Integrate speaking, listening, reading and writing
activities
- ESOL #5 Teach technical vocabulary supporting key concepts

Examples:
- Below

